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GUIDING CONCEPTS FOR THIS SESS.ON

e Water and how it is managed, presents one of the more
significant opportunities to enhance resilience and adapt to
present and future climate variability.

e Prudent water management can moderate the effect of
hydrological extremes, provide the basic platform for
livelihoods and economic development, reduce the
fluctuations in production, and sustain ecosystems.

e Such water management is not likely to occur under
current planning and management paradigms that, among
other things, rest heavily on the assumption of climatic and
hydrologic stationarity.
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11:00 Introduction. Dr. Peter McCornick, Duke University, USA

11:10 Capital Improvement Planning: An alternative view. A
California case.

Dr. David Purkey, Stockholm Environment Institute, USA

11:25 Vulnerability in wetland communities and the response of
water management: Case study of the Inner Niger Delta, Mali.

Dr. Chris Baker, Wetlands International, the Netherlands

11:40 Participatory watershed development: the base for climate
change adaptation in rainfed India.

Mr. Sushil Bajpai, Director, Watershed Organization Trust, India

11:55 Vulnerability assessments and adaptation planning: Case
studies from Madagascar.

Ms. Radhika Dave, Conservation International, USA/India

12:10 Panel Discussion: Setting the stage for action. Policies and
planning in the face of uncertainty.

Moderator: Dr. John Mathews, World Wildlife Fund-US, USA
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INTRODUCTION & CONTEXT

EXAMPLE OF THE GANGES

Water resources and

~. . utilization are changing
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Source: Mirza (2002)

— Population growth
— Economic development

— Governance and
management
practices, and

— Climate change
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WORKING PAPER

__ Water, Climate Change, and Adaptation

9. Focus on the Ganges River Basin
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Explores the
Intersection between
water resources
management and
climate adaptation
In this critical basin
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