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Legislative mandate

| |  Chapter 2, Section 27 1b of the Republic of South Africa
» x constitution (1996) stipulate that every citizen has the right
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oA a8 to have access to sufficient food and water and the State
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must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within
its available resources, to achieve realisation of this right.

« One of Department of Water Affairs key Strategic Objectives
IS to ensure reliable and equitable supply of water for
sustainable economic and social development including
eradication of poverty.

 Sections 61 and 62 of the National Water Act, (Act No. 36 of
1998)

Policy on financial assistance to resource poor
farmers

Regulations on financial assistance

This policy framework endeavors to promote initial access
3B \water &tggé{g,g,ated agriculture and to enhance sustainaple irrig_ation
;63, = Odevetopment for resource poor farmers by making available
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4. SOCIO-ECONOMIC VIABILITY
STUDIES AND INVESTIGATIONS

\'\(oln the development of irrigation schemes, it is
" sometimes needed and often advantageous to
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execute a preliminary socio-economic viability
Investigation, before serious consideration is given
to either the development of a new irrigation
scheme, or the upgrading or revitalization of an
existing scheme.

» Assessment of long term water availability.

e Consultant services for facilitation, technical
planning and design.
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5. GRANTS FOR TRAINING OF WUA OR ALE
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES

' \( This grant is provided for the training to resource
p0®r farmers who are members of Management
Committees (or key personnel appointed by them), of
WUA's or approved legal entities, on:

¢ Efficient water distribution management on
Irrigation schemes;

¢ Water use and conservation programmes,
techniqgues and practices;

¢ Financial management, business plan
development, budgeting and legal aspects; and

¢ Measures on how to ensure scheme
sustainability




RAINWATER HARVESTING
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RATIONAL FOR DWA RWH PROJECT

Achieving MDGs, specifically the reduction
of people who suffer from hunger and/or
(#°%  malnutrion.

A% ¢ Reduce dependency on social grants and
reduce the amount of money households
spend on buying food leaving more money
for education, health care, etc.

 Provide access to water to poor household to

enable poor households to grow fresh food at

home (backyard gardens), year-round — food
security.




SOME BENEFITS OF RWH

T you harvest rainwater you can..........
Have water for your backyard food garden;

Have water for other household productive
A uses;

e Save money on your water bills;

e Reduce demand on municipal water supply;
e Make efficient use of scarce resource;

e Reduce flood and erosion.
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Water use efficiency
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“Poorest of the poor”;
Household gardens;

Interventions at household level (not
communal);

Building of large underground RWH
tanks (30 kl);

Coupled with food gardening training
and empowerment;

Community contribution.




hold selection

| met_hodolo%}/
Consultations with relevant™Stakeholders

Village scoping using limited participatory

methods such as community meetings,
focus group discussions and transect walks;

Identification of community members
willing to drive the participation and
Implementation processes at the local level,
and

Identification of households (by the
community structure) willing to participate In
the rain water harvesting and food security
programme.




ning behind

Consolidation m&“&@m IQLQ ¥sure that all

stakeholders understand the objectlves
and to cultivate a supportive community that is well-informed

he programme

WA of its objectives.
 Anunderstanding and commitment of each participating
household to the following:

The reasons why the government assists households to
improve household food security through the RWH project;

The importance of good nutrition and hygiene;

That it is the decision and responsibility of the household to
motivate the construction of a RWH system;

That the household contribute towards the construction of the
RWH system by being responsible for digging of the pit and
preparation of the terrain

That cleaning and maintenance of the system is the
responsibility of the household.

» Establishment of a community based structure that will drive
the implementation process at the local level.




of the householad
- selection process

(& Two other selection criteria had
pecome more important in the selection
orocess: the willingness to contribute in

KInd, and proven interest in food
gardening.

e The practice of communities selecting
the beneficiaries must be carefully
monitored: if not people close to those
In power could beneficiaries.
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Recommendations

Start the project with food gardening (training,
extension support) during the “rainy season”.

* Projects should take a holistic view of food
gardening, with RWH tanks being one component
— not the ultimate aim.

o Successful households to educate and inform their
fellow community members — internally-driven
aspect.

 How to avoid stigmatization,;

 More focus on peer-to-peer learning and
community structures (strengthen local institutional
set-up).
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With thanks to:

A -'ﬁﬁ-j_fivauIa Trust: Geraldine Hochman and John
Sarng.

Water for Food Movement: Marna de Lange.
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THANK YOU

Nasele Mehlomakulu




