










The Sudd Wetland: Inundation Extent
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ALOS PALSAR L-band SAR
RED: June 2008, GREEN: September 2008, BLUE: December 2008
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Jonglei
Canal
360 km long
7 5 m wide
4 to 8m 
deep



Rain = 1745 km3

Rainfed ET – 190 km3

Irrigated ET – 67 km3

Outflow – 10 to 30 km3

Limited options to expand 
irrigation – but gets attention

Ample options to upgrade 
agriculture on rainfed lands –
gets little attention

A green-blue view
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Agriculture for EcosystemsAgriculture for Ecosystems

• Grow more food with less water

• For poor, increasing water productivity can raise 
incomes

• Look for opportunities in rainfed environments

• Revitalize irrigation
• Recognize and manage for multiple uses of water 

• Manage as an ecosystem interacting with other 
ecosystems

• Build capacity for local solutions




