








Ecological Health 
Monitoring
Ecological Health 
Monitoring

2003 – 2007
51 sites (13 on the mainstream)

Biological indicator groups
– Selected for Mekong situations
– Diatoms
– Zooplankton
– Benthic macroinvertebrates
– Littoral macroinvertebrates

Other environmental variables
– Altitude, river width, turbidity, 

temperature, DO, pH, and 
electrical conductivity

Sampling, identification, and 
analysis by riparian scientists 
with support from international 
experts   
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2000 Upper Mekong-Lancang Agreement and Protocols,
Between China, Myanmar, Lao PDR, and Thailand

1995 MRC Agreement, article 9, Freedom of Navigation,
Between Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam

Cross Border 
Navigation 
Agreements

2008 Bi-lateral Agreement between Cambodia and Viet Nam, 
Final Draft 26



BANGKOK PLAN of ACTION
for Strengthened Transboundary Freshwater Governance

22 May 2009
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BANGKOK PLAN of ACTION
for Strengthened Transboundary 

Freshwater  Governance
• Convinced that transboundary freshwater governance is a 

serious challenge to … sustainability of water ecosystems 
and human well-being.

• … cooperation among River and Lake Basin Organizations
is essential for the improvement of transboundary 
freshwater governance, including … sanitation and 
impacts of dams.  

• … environmental changes, including climate change, call 
for strengthened technical, political and financial capacity 
of River and Lake Basin Organizations.

• Encouraging UNEP to provide increased political, 
technical, scientific and legal support …”
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BANGKOK PLAN of ACTION
for Strengthened Transboundary 

Freshwater  Governance
1) …Governments to recognize the recommendations to the 

High-Level Ministerial Segment contained in the Chair’s 
Summary of the Technical Segment and to work together with 
UNEP and other relevant partners in the implementation of 
these recommendations. 

2) … review and consider the UN Convention on Non-
Navigational Uses of International Watercourses and the Draft 
Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers. 

3) Request UNEP to, building on existing initiatives … provide a 
regular forum and global inventory of transboundary basins as 
well as general assistance to basin organizations in order to 
help improve the recognition of environmental considerations 
in the governance of these basins … The first such forum will 
be convened in Thailand in 2011. 30



BANGKOK PLAN of ACTION
for Strengthened Transboundary 

Freshwater  Governance
4) … promote the awareness and recognition of the 

environmental dimension of water law/regulatory 
frameworks at all levels…

5) …promote the environmental dimension of 
transboundary aquifers at technical and political 
levels …

6) …UNEP, UNESCO and other international 
organizations to enhance the promotion of IWRM at 
transboundary levels.

7) …international donors and relevant financial 
institutions to assist UNEP in the implementation of 
this Plan of Action. 31



BANGKOK PLAN of ACTION
for Strengthened Transboundary 

Freshwater  Governance

8) … international organizations and relevant fora to 
invite and 
use UNEP’s expertise and mandate in the promotion 
of transboundary freshwater governance and its 
environmental dimension.

9) …Thailand to maintain the support for 
transboundary freshwater governance at national, 
regional and international levels …
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Asia-Pacific Water Forum
Regional Knowledge Hub for 

Transboundary Water Resources Management
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Asia-Pacific Water Forum 
Regional Knowledge Hub for 

Transboundary Water Resources Management

• Knowledge Hub is a center of excellence 
committed to improving water security in the 
Asia-Pacific region 

• Knowledge Hub collaborates to generate and 
share knowledge and develop capacity.
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The Collaborative Knowledge Hubs in the Network 

ASIA – PACIFIC 
TRANSBOUNDARY WATER CENTER
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Thailand proposed to set up 

“ASIA – PACIFIC 

TRANSBOUNDARY WATER 

CENTER”

In collaboration with other 
organizations
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The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 

The Kingdom of Thailand

has a great honour to invite you all to 

The Forum of Transboundary Basins 
in Bangkok, Thailand in 2011
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